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Susan Saxe, Brandeis University Co-ed, 
Traded Campus for FBI Most Wanted List 

Susan Edith Saxe, 21. Magna cum laude (grad¬ 
uate of Brandeis University. Daughter of weli-!fo-do 
parents from Albany, MY. Wanted by the RBI on 
murder charges in the robbery slaying of a police¬ 
man. The question echoes from family, friends, fel¬ 
low students: Why? 1 
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T here, m asn’ t anything about her that would 

• fell0W P assen ’ 


lgroi^b:rbvm,;hair. Hazel eyes. G I ^-Si #> 
pounds.” Proba^Jy an-^ ' 
^^etfcM|geigirl, flying back to school. 

Susan Saxe was a college girl. 

She Had just graduated magna cum laude in 
English fronf Brarideis University. Now she 
was bound for Portland, Ore., to work and 
perhaps get her master's degree at the Uni¬ 
versity of Oregon. 

Or so she had written her parents back in 
Albany, N.Y. .They .had .believed her. : T|!fly« ; 
were soon to know better. 

SUSAN SAXE had lied to them. 

As the plane winged’west, the girl had sey. 
eral drinks. Then she began writing. Poe tty, - 

a habit of hers. ^ 

Her pen moved on, words for a friend who 
would later get the poem in the mail. They; 
were words, too, forifter-mother^ an answer 
i to why the poet in the ? plane was now some¬ 
thing more: a revolutionary. fflid an accused 

! ank robber. 

“Passion . . . I must have it. 

“Intensity, depth, red meat and red wine, 

“And strong bodies oh creaking or slightly 
crunching springs ... 

“For your little girl. 

“I only regret what I have not done. 

“I never loved you:” 

A few days before, Susan Saxe stood in 
front of a bank with a childishly made fire 
bomb. It wouldn’t light. Inside, cohorts were 
robbing the bank. It was frustrating. 

There would be another bank robbery in 
Boston and a dead policeman. Susan’s name 
would appear on the FBI’s 10 Most Wanted 
List. 

There would be perhaps other robberies 
“to finance the revolution.” And for Susan 
these would be intensity. 

IT ALL BEGAN in Albany 21 years before. 
There were no portents. 

The first child of proper Jewish parents, 
her father well-to-do, in the plastics business 
with his brothers. Hebrew school, traditional 
upbringing, traditional values. The Girl Scouts. 

So how did she come to this place in her life, 


this airplane, this career ^lWdfagam^ The 
very society that spawneSj her, gave her 
everything she Ranted? Everything? 

** When.iS.usan^Sa^ * 


'were charged' wffi tl^murd 5r of • the^B^ton 
policeman%nd ^ttfe^o'fetfery fe the Brighton" 
branch of the State Street Ba ik and Trust Go. 
on Sept. 23, neither parents nor friends could 
believe she was involved. 

“Isn’t this stupid?” her (brother Jimmy, 
16, asked. “Not my niece, I know my niece,” 
said Uncle Charlie. But a night on the telfe- 


ndhsectarian .piacf^WK€|^|p 
vdlvement^perhaMijigi^d^^ P 
on the wesWdrd®|i^irpia®^PM 




r aa^iiaa&l 


phone trying to find their^daughter in Port- 
Jandpeft Eliof add'l^d^:Sip^wth'!despiera- 
tion and tears. 

“She never lied to us,” Rojse Saxe told her 
husband. 


"I have no /7/usions 
about my surYmnej the 
revolution. I Mnim we Will 
be the first stooq against 
the wall ...” ‘ 


“She’s lied -to us %oWrRos 5,” he said. 
Childhood memdnes^fadCw ^Marilyn Finkle 
Shapiro, a s c ho o 1 m^%e from first grade 
through high schopl, reGpls bits and pieces. 

Susan would (make up iritric ite fantasies. As 
early as the fdth grade was writing short 
plays for her classmates'to p erform. 

Academically talented” in grammar 
school, she was an -honors student in high 
school. Dutiful, respectful, a trifle aloof. Her 
poem “On Graduation” occupied an entire 
page in her yearbook. . L / • 

It recalled “a year of lights arid music . . . 
gilded moments, climaxed by! a Senior Ball, A 
towering fantasy, A last goodby. 

“Graduation, 

“And the dizzying ride has ended* 

“The wooden horses hang fixless 

“And the Carnival moves oh, as it has 

before, 

“To another time, another place.” 

THE OTHER TIME, 4 the j other place was 
Syracuse Uni versity where Susan complained 
that the campus was top bijg, too social and 
hardly an intellectual, challenge. 

After two years Susan tranfferred to Bran¬ 
ded University, a small, intellectual campus 


‘And because* that souk^^^ 

Whether/ Ihaye^sg^tljat 
I will riot :be'cdin|oit|d 


noyfj 

notion of 'family ^ 
her as cbnsci^ipll 
worker. 

BRANDEIpIS^^ 

versi^THplf^ 

rolling hlllP'oflW^tfp 


liberalinitsvcmirs^i 
Susan|ief||^^ 
pressimis: ierf 

girl witfr a hi 
was ai sense 
there ibufc' 




. ElleifeSue|§M 
said Susan^i 
yearsl®|^ 
lost weight ' * 
she seemSy 
men 4^ 

f be a lotJha^F® 

Shapiro saiBT‘?^ffi 
rolebf a lady- t^a^^ 




er their 

movir^^df f ^campus 
her' d&ughter4to ; ^ 


“ThelGa^lil’^hl _ 

and a flannel ' shirt.^^Sjp 




middle class woman 
cal oh ’'xWomen’s^ghS^fl?® 
with men. \' V TlS- 




























































I^^B^I^ ^ ^ M ^f^ig^Kiragg p l^lte gB ^jigatt^^diaiBaajili^^HlfSifTgnltcousinfiSi 
:?"e%°aS^tIy^intedTOhe^S^mgther^,i^ I ValOTimlBl^kiaSiaVdfflaiSeSlffl^raish^' 

^afflgjSB i^ ^R^a^ lg^ a^mwt ^pm^j^fl^altKeguni^erai^iiig 




was hand 


bery. He was on.parole and*part<df a relSBil- 
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| ejmlpsiyesi>frQm^qu^Pg;;H^ ^^^^^^ ^| 


caught Bond,agreed. Susaiy sa > iHfpjpKay^^^ 


d' *; > 'first"'’sVodtii-’^a^^^^:.: 


Power, another ;vpcal 2fcyearroId ;Bran1laF : ' 
student, ojS^I^Sfiident^# :* - 

ex-convfcV; h Wif®ll^Ud^ anf^^ft^^ f> " Sbootfl^M^^*^ 0 >?^V 
eri > fi*|y||Jp^ 

took part ^ S ;the^stnke.<ce^^eff^^ fengent^ ;;• 

Se S usan besan breaking n# Wifft MS fritter * * ' 

2S» ) l3*ie”«p'SiWsls ^ww<i w ^BMaMiMt 


saw MipwimgE v jmmKmm. 

smile. She;iookdd ? Hke sheS^d§^|^ 

SUSAN..J»EiMJED ,on esimpvis^after grai V* 
nation wilT Bon^Mss «»ldalife ' 

Vaferi. A , groupXQf- ! studSatS’fqrmed*wBat‘itiwv^ ,■ 

called a. ::- 


mune on campusito aiscuM.the ^^ies'loPp^' 


past year and the student'strike. M<jst.,oflhe* 


Brandeis students 




own ideas 

The university . or de^; m& Jffl&.MBSk -i -JlsSSmBm^l^sS^ pSSM^ ^^ 
closed, arid Ratty^f^yithfqurothe^g' 3: gjj^^yigfe^^ 


-V n ^tflgtcjuri ^gup ,^,g, i'^^j, of ^!^rrmiu-..ifc-, s 





































